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TOTAL PRECIPITATION, 
February 11-17, 1980 


National Weather Service, NOAA 


INCHES 


SCALE OF SHADES 
0.3 | | No Measurable 
Precipitation 
== 0.01 to 0.3 inch 
FA] 0.3 100.8 inc 
=> 0.8 to 2 inches 


HH H Over 2 inches 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 











National Weather Summary 


February 11 - 17 
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Much of the Nation's rainfall centered 
in the Southwest. Portions of southern California 
measured as much as 12 inches of rain. Heavy 
amounts also fell in Arizona and the southern sec- 
tions of Nevada and Utah. 

The rainfall began early in the week in 
California and Arizona, and covered most of the 
West by week's end. Only light precipitation fell 
in the eastern United States. | 

Warm air brought by the storms caused tempera- 
tures in the Southwest to rise 8 degrees above 
normal. Readings averaged cooler than normal from 
the Pacific Northwest across the northern Rockies 
and enveloped the remainder of the country east- 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


ward to the Atlantic Coast. Parts of the 
Northwest's Columbia River Basin dipped 12 degrees 
below average. The eastern slopes of the Rockies 
saw temperatures as much as 16 degrees below the 
norm. 





On Monday, a cold frpnt moved through the lower 
Great Lakes and headed for the Eastern Seaboard. 
Light snow fell from the Midwest through New York 
State. Elsewhere, moisture was widely scattered 
and very light. 

Below-normal temperatures spanned the Gulf 
Coastal States; Mobile, southern Alabama, notched 
a record low 26°. 

Light snow dusted Montana, the upper Ohio 
Valley, and New York State on Tuesday. 

The only other significant precipitation fell 
as rain from the Texas Gulf Coast to the 
Mississippi Delta. Brownsville, at the southern 
tip of Texas, gathered 1.6 inches. Corpus Christi, 
further up the coast, scored about a half-inch. 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin Feb. 20, 1980 








~=3 
Se OF AVER 


=@ 





















































AGE TEMPERATURE FROM NORMAL VF) 
February 11-17, 1980 



































Borrow +25 


\ 
Nome+22 Farrbonks 


+22 | 


1 
Anchorage 1 


al + Ks Juneou 
(OS 
Cold boy 77 +5 Kodiak BS, 


° be, 2 . ; 
% «0? Q HAWAII National Weather Service, NOAA Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 











Shaded Areas 


Normal or Above 


‘ Southern Limit of 
Freezing Weather 


Southern Limit of 
Zero Temperatures 








Heavy rains drenched the southern half of 
California on Wednesday; more than 2 inches doused 
Los Angeles, while an inch covered Long Beach. 

The rain extended to Arizona, where Phoenix counted 
a half~inch. Snow fell in the high elevations 
of California and Arizona. 

Meantime, snow and cold temperatures raced into 
the northern Rockies. Four inches fell over 
Sheridan, northern Wyoming. Yakima, south central 
Washington, managed 2 inches of snow. 

Cold air held fast over the East; Asheville, 
western North Carolina, tallied a record low 13°, 
undercutting the 1967 mark by 4 degrees. 

Heavy rains persisted from southern California 
through Arizona on Thursday. Three to 4 inches 
fell over many California points, including Los 
Angeles, Long Beach, and San Bernardino. Flash 
flooding hit several localities. 

In Arizona, much the same situation prevailed. 
More than 4.5 inches of rain fell at Mount Lemmon, 
north of Tucson. 

In other areas, Las Vegas, Nev., received three- 
quarters inch of rain, and Olympia, Wash., accumu- 
lated 3 inches of snow. 

Another storm system edged onshore in the lower 
half of California triggering more rain and flood- 
ing on Friday. An inch fell over some areas. 
Mount Wilson, Calif., measured 4 inches to bring 
its 2-day total to 9 inches. 

Payson, central Arizona, counted an inch and 
one-quarter of rain, and Phoenix noted another 
half-inch. 

Another storm system moved from the Midwest 
across the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys to the 


eastern States. One to 5 inches of snow whitened 
northern Ohio and western Pennsylvania. Dyersburg, 
northwestern Tennessee, gathered more than three- 
quarters inch of rain. 

Rain continued in California on Saturday. Two 
to 4 inches drenched already-saturated sections 
of the State. 

Freezing rain and snow spread from eastern 
Colorado to Texas; 4 inches of snow fell over 
Childress, in the Texas Panhandle. Rain dampened 
the Delta Region, where Baton Rouge, La., measured 
a third-inch. 


The winter storm carried snow from western 
Pennsylvania through New England. A half-foot 
of snow blanketed portions 6f the region. 

On Sunday, rain dominated the picture over the 
entire State of California. Los Angeles and Santa 
Barbara weathered another 1 to 1.5 inches. Some 
of the rain fell further north; Sacramento notched 
more than a half-inch. Showers also dotted 
southern Arizona, where Phoenix noted about a 
third-inch. 


Up to 3 inches of snow and very cold tempera- 
tures centered on the Northeast. Very light rain 
dampened eastern New Mexico, West Texas, and 
parts of Florida. 

Record cold readings chilled the Delta Region. 
New marks showed 28° at Port Arthur, eastern 
Texas, 29° at Lake Charles, southwestern Louisiana, 
and Baton Rouge's 27°. 

Chicago, at -5°, and Albany, N.Y., at -3°, 
called in their coldest temperatures so far this 
winter. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


February 11 - 17 


HIGHLIGHTS: Moisture-laden clouds rolled over 
California and Arizona dumping heavy rains, which 
caused flooding and halted fieldwork. Other areas 
of the Nation experienced relatively dry weather. 
Temperatures ranged above normal in the Southwest 
and parts of the Mountain States; elsewhere, readings 
plunged well below normal holding small grain and 
grass growth in check. Farmers throughout the 
South had from 1 to 3 days suitable for fieldwork 
and spent most of the available time fertilizing 
winter grains and pastures and plowing a limited 
amount of land. Soils were too wet in most areas 
to accomplish much land preparation. Winter wheat 
generally rated good with snow covering the Great 
Plains crop as far south as the Texas Panhandle; 
most of Oklahoma lost its snowcover. Southwestern 
cotton producers continued to prepare land for 
planting the 1980 crop. Corn planting should begin 
in extreme southern areas very soon. Pastures 
generally rated only fair because subnormal tempera- 
tures slowed growth and caused some deterioration 
of stands. California and Arizona rains stopped 

or delayed cultural practices and picking in 
orchards and citrus groves; elsewhere in the Nation, 
producers pruned deciduous trees and harvested 
citrus fruit. Rains delayed vegetable harvests 
throughout most of the Southwest. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat generally rated good 
with most of the Great Plains and Corn Belt acreage 
under a protective cover of snow. Some precipita- 
tion improved prospects for the southern Plains 
crop, although low temperatures throughout all 
major production areas kept the crop dormant. 
Kansas wheat acreage remined snow-covered and 
protected from temperatures ranging as much as 
17 degrees below normal. Most Oklahoma winter 
wheat lost its snowcover about midweek. Texas 
pmall grains showed very little growth because 
of the low temperatures. Some precipitation im- 
proved moisture conditions, but warmer temperatures 
were needed to enhance growth. Insect damage 
proved minimal; some greenbugs infested the Cross- 
Timbers and Blackland areas. Early Arizona wheat 
ranged from the joint to boot stage. California 
wheat began growing in response to above-normal 
temperatures. Snowcover improved in the Idaho- 
Montana area. Snow protected winter wheat in the 
Corn Belt; however, some farmers were able to ferti- 
fize some acreage that was free of snow. 


OTHER CROPS: Rains in the Southwest halted cotton 
replant activities. Some California growers had 
een applying preplant irrigation in the southern 

San Joaquin Valley where they were spared the 

effects of the heavy rains. 

Corn planting should begin next week in extreme 
southern areas of the Nation. 
Tobacco growers prepared plantbeds for 1980 

Beedings. Preparations were running late. 

The sugarcane harvest advanced in Florida. 


FRUITS & NUTS: Fruit producers pruned trees, vines, 
and caneberries throughout the Nation where weather 
conditions permitted. California almonds bloomed 
in most areas, and some peach and plum trees also 
bloomed. Texas peach buds began swelling in southern 
areas; growers applied dormant sprays. California 
rains stalled most cultural practices at the end 

of the week. 

Florida citrus groves rated excellent. Light 
showers covered most areas reducing the need for 
irrigation. Fruit drop proved not excessive; fruit 
color and quality were generally good. Wet groves 
slowed the Texas citrus harvest; trees showed good 
condition. Arizona rains delayed the citrus har- 
yest; lemon picking neared completion, and the 
Valencia harvest was just beginning in the west. 
California citrus harvests continued in spite of 
the heavy rains. 


VEGETABLES: Florida vegetable shipments declined 
5% from the previous week. Strawberry volume in- 
creased substantially with lesser increases tallied 
for snap beans, chinese cabbage, parsley, potatoes, 
and radishes. Shipments of sweet corn, cucumbers, 
eggplant, peppers, and tomatoes declined. The 
volume of other vegetable crops held steady. Wet 
fields interrupted some harvest activity in the 
lower Rio Grande Valley where growers moved cab- 
bage, carrots, lettuce, and beets to market; 
elsewhere, growers harvested carrots, broccoli, 

and cabbage. Texas producers prepared land and 
seeded peas, onions, watermelons, and potatoes. 
Arizona rains delayed the lettuce harvest and plant- 
ing of melons, onions, and potatoes. California 
rains stalled fieldwork and vegetable harvests 
except in the desert and the southern San Joaquin 
Valley. Local flooding was severe, especially 
along the south coast. Growers were able to harvest 
asparagus, broccoli, cauliflower, and lettuce from 
areas not affected by the rain. Tomato planting 
advanced where field conditions permitted. 


PASTURES « LIVESTOCK: Grasslands raved mostly 
fair; subnormal temperatures checked growth except 
in the Southwest. The low temperatures deteriora- 
ted southern pasture land. Growers, anticipating 
warmer temperatures, began fertilizing grasslands. 
Low temperatures slowed growth on Texas rangeland; 
warmer weather and additional moisture were needed 
for improved growth. Arizona rangeland began 
reening; heavy rains filled stock water tanks. 
alifornia grasslands showed abundant growth, and 
ee ponds also filled. Feed and forage supplies 
ated adequate throughout the Nation with the 
exception of some shortages in parts of the South 
and the Northwest. Cattle generally rated fair 
‘to good, although requiring heavier rations to 
ombat the unseasonably low temperatures. Calving 
and lambing continued with no unusual losses. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Feb. 17, 1980 
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Based on preliminary reports and 1941-70 normals 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Feb. 17, 1980 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures 8° subnormal; coldest ~12° 
on 17th. Rain on 16th, some areas 17th. 

Fieldwork: 2.6 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Plowing 24% complete. Corn 
planting may start Mobile area next week. Pastures 
short, fair condition. Stored feed subadequate. 
Wheat mostly good. Livestock fair to good. 


ARIZONA: Heavy rains, flooding, 
fall ranged from 1.00 in. 


many areas. Rain- 
deserts, 3.00 in. central, 
White Mountains. Snow level around 6,500 ft., snow- 
fall 3 to 15 in. Mogollon Rim, White Mountains. 
Phoenix area flooding homes, farmland. Temperatures 
mostly 1 to 4° above normal. 

Wheat, barley good progress. Most fields in 
west jointing, some approaching boot stage. Cotton 
preparations underway until rain delayed. Sugar- 
beets good progress. Good taproot development. 
Alfalfa haying stopped by rain. Some cut hay rain- 
damaged. Safflower preparations, planting, halted 
by muddy fields. Lettuce, other mixed vegetable 
harvest delayed by rain. Planting, field prepara- 
tions later crops, cantaloups, watermelons, onions, 
potatoes also delayed. Citrus harvest also delayed. 
Lemon harvest virtually complete. Valencia harvest 
had just started in west. Fuel supplies mostly 
adequate; temporary shortages central, southwest. 
Heavy rains saturated range lands, filled stock 
tanks. Mid to lower ranges greening up. Prospects 
for spring, early summer browse excellent. Cattle 
mostly fair to good condition. 

ARKANSAS: Very cold with a warm day midweek. Veny 
light precipitation with nearly all falling in 
northwest and northeast. Highest normal 49°, low- 
est 40°. Highest mean 44°, lowest 30°. Highest 
temperature 70°, lowest 4°. Most rainfall 1.10 
in.; least, trace. 

Livestock condition fair. Soil too wet for 
preparation, which should begin as weather permits. 
Forage growth limited. Supplemental feeding con- 
tinued. 


CALIFORNIA: Dry, mild first half of week. Storms 
beginning 14th resulted in heavy rainfall and areas 
of flooding especially in southern California. 
Temperatures at or just above normal most areas 

of State except for southeast desert region which 
was slightly below. 

Preplant fieldwork active first part of week, 
rain interrupted last. Small grains aided by good 
weather. Broadleaf weed control active. Sugar- 
beet planting progressed San Joaquin Valley. 

Aphids and weevils being controlled in alfalfa. 
Rodent control San Joaquin Valley alfalfa and 
sugarbeets. Some irrigation small grains and pre-+ 
irrigation cotton and other crops southern San 
Joaquin Valley. Rains end of week stopped cultural 
practices; pruning, spraying nearly complete. 
Almond bloom most areas. Some peach, plum bloom. 
Avocado, citrus harvests continued. Moderate to 
heavy rains stopped fieldwork and most vegetable 
harvests except desert and southern San Joaquin 
Valley. Local flooding, especially south coast. 
Asparagus harvest fairly active desert and Salinas 
Valley. Limited cutting south coast. Broccoli, 
cauliflower increasing seasonally central coast, 
continued south coast. Celery cutting slowed by 
wet fields south coast. Lettuce harvest active | 
Imperial Valley, starting Palo Verde Valley. Light 
strawberry harvest disrupted by rain south coast. 


Tomato planting active where field conditions 
permit. Rangeland feed in abundant supply. 
ponds full. lLambing continued in north. 
lambs in good condition. Sheep grazing alfalfa, 
volunteer barley, San Joaquin Valley. Bees moving 
into almond orchards. Gasoline supply tight in 
few localized areas; other fuels generally avail- 
able in adequate quantities. 


Stock 
New crop 


COLORADO: Cold, arctic air moved into eastern 
Plains 15th and 16th bringing fog, light snow, 
freezing drizzle. Precipitation averaged less 

than 0.10 in. eastern Plains; 0.60 in. western 
valleys. Mountain snows late week locally heavy 
with amounts of 1 to 2 feet in central and southern 
mountains. Temperatures averaged 1 to 5° below 
normal east; 2 to 7° above normal elsewhere. 


FLORIDA: Generally cool with considerable cloudi- 
ness, some rain. Temperatures averaged 3 to 5° 
below normal. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. Sugarcane harvest 
active. Land preparation for spring planting active 
where weather permits. Tobacco plants in plant 
beds good condition. Small grains good condition. 
Fuel supplies mostly adequate; gasoline and diesel 
fuel little short south. Pastures good condition 
south, poor to fair elsewhere. Winter pastures 
providing grazing. Cattle fair to good condition. 
Grove condition excellent. Light showers most 
areas, very little irrigation. Fruit droppage not 
excessive; fruit color generally very good with 
good quality. Overall vegetable crop condition 
fair to very good, improving with better weather 
Harvest, planting active, weather permitting. 
Quality, size fair to mostly very good, some ex- 
cellent. Shipments down 5% from previous week. 
Strawberries increased considerably while shipments 
Snap beans, chinese cabbage, parsley, potatoes, 
radishes increased. Cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, 
celery, escarole, lettuce, okra, squash held steady 
but supplies sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, pep- 
pers, tomatoes decreased. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures well below normal; 12° below 
normal north to 7° below normal south. Averages 
ranged from 30 to 35° in mountains to near 50 

along lower coast. Precipitation varied ranging 
from 0.50 to 1.50 in. Most precipitation fell on 
16th and 17th with snow in north and rain central 
and south. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus south, surplus 
north. Limited field activity south. Small grains 
fair to good north and good central and south. 
Tobacco plants in good condition. Pastures in 
good condition south, fair north and central areas. 
Cattle in good condition. 


HAWAII: Weather favorable most Islands except 
Maui. Rains, heavy at times, affected crop pro- 
gress island of Maui. Other islands, light rains 
beneficial; generally, sunny periods prevailed. 
Leafy crops yield declined from diseases, 
spoilage losses. Vegetable supplies low most 
crops; cucumber pickings increasing Islands Hawaij 
and Oahu. Rains brought relief to some banana 
areas Island Hawaii; total supplies light. Favor+ 
able weather improving papaya orchards; seasonal 
low supplies continued. Pineapple harvesting dow}. 
Sugar harvesting light. Pastures generally fair 
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to good. Fuel supplies tight; 
deliveries remain erratic. 


strike continued, 


IDAHO: Temperatures 1 to 5° below normal. South 
central areas 2 to 5° above normal. Colder tem- 
peratures early week, warming substantially by 
end of week. Precipitation well below normal. 

Farmwork confined to chores and repairs. Some 
grain, potatoes moving to market. Light snows in 
north and southeast aided winter grains. Cattle 
and hay marketing improved. Calving and lambing 
progressed. Feed supplies vary; some cattlemen 
feeding grain as hay prices rise. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 8 to 12° below normal. 
Precipitation variable, 0.10 in. northwest to 0.90 
in. south, 1 to 4 in. snow northern half. 

Soil moisture short to adequate. Winter wheat 
good; snowcover most areas. Livestock good con- 
dition, disease and losses minimal, supplemental 
feeding moderate, adequate hay inventories, hauling 
water some areas. Main activities caring for live- 
stock, repairing machinery, hauling grain, general 
chores. 


INDIANA: Cold and snowy. Temperatures averaged 

10° below normal and ranged from -5 to 44°. Pre- 
cipitation 0.30 to 0.70 in., heaviest in southwest. 
Snowcover 1 to 6 in. central and north. Soils 
frozen 4 to 8 in. Sunshine 65% of possible. 

; Limited fieldwork. Topdressing wheat, seeding, 
clover, hauling grain, cutting wood, hauling manure, 
equipment and building maintenance, caring for liye- 
stock and chores. 


IOWA: Cold, dry week excepting moderate snowfall 
southeast on 14th to 15th. Temperatures averaged 
10° subnormal. Precipitation totaled 0.10 in. or 
less north and east to 0.30 to 0.40 in. southeast 
Snowcover varied from 1 to 6 in. 


KANSAS : 
amounts west increasing to 0.25 in. 
over 0.75 in. east with 1 to 2 in. snow accumula- 
tions northeast and north central. Temperatures 
ranged from 18 to 20° central to from 21 to 25° 
elsewhere or from 7° below normal northwest to 16° 
below normal south central. 

Feed requirements increased by cold and snow. 
Calving, lambing, farrowing underway. Wheat 
acreage snowcovered. Little fieldwork. 


Precipitation latter part of week. Light 
to locally 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures averaged 10° below normal. 
Precipitation averaged about 0.50 in. 

Most snow melted at midweek but cold again 
latter part of week. Livestock being maintained 
primarily with supplemental feed. Hay and other 
feeds in ample supply. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 6 to 10° below normal. 
Extremes: 21 and 77°. Widespread rains. 

Activities: Routine chores, caring for live- 
stock. 


,.MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged T 
below normal. Highs averaged in high 30's to low 
40's and lows averaged in low 20's. Precipitation 
light averaging 0.15 in. Weekend sunny and breezy. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 2 to 7° below normal over 
southeast Lower and interior portions of western 
_Upper Peninsula. Elsewhere temperatures averaged 
;around normal. Coldest over weekend over southers 
Lower. Precipitation totaled 0.20 to 0.40 in. 
;falling mainly as snow over weekend. Over north- 
west Lower near Lake Michigan and western Upper 
‘near Lake Superior precipitation totaled 0.20 to 
0.60 in. Elsewhere 0.10 to 0.20 in. reported. 


Frequent periods of snow showers over Lower Penin- 
sula. Snowcover generally ranged from 1 to 4 in. 
over eastern half and 4 to 8 in. over western half. 

Farming activities limited to livestock and 
maintenance chores. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged near normal 
north to 9° below normal south. Extremes: 28 and 
-17°. Precipitation averaged 0.08 to 0.25 in. 
below normal. Precipitation totals generally lesg 
than 0.05 in. Snowfall trace to less than 1 in. 
statewide. Snow depth 10 to 20 in. north central 
and northeast; 5 to 10 in. northwest, central, 
east central; 3 to 5 in. elsewhere. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 10 to 15° below normal. 
Rain widespread early week. Extremes: 15 and 75°. 
Soil moisture surplus to adequate. Fieldwork: 

1.3 days suitable. Extremely cold temperatures 
damaged some winter crops. Livestock required 
supplemental feeding. Farmers preparing for spring 
plowing when fields dry. Winter wheat conditions 
mostly adequate. Pastures deteriorated due to the 
cold weather; fair to poor condition. Livestock 
affected by cold; mostly fair condition. Hay and 
roughage supplies adequate. Feed grain supplies 
adequate to short. Diesel, gasoline and LP gas 
supplies adequate. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged 10° below normal, 
Precipitation mostly in form of snow and freezing 
rain averaged 0.50 to 0.75 in. 


MONTANA: Very mild temperatures early week gave 
way to cooling by midweek; cold continued through 
weekend with some moderation. Temperatures aver- 
aged 5° below normal west and northeast and from 
10 to 15° below normal elsewhere. Precipitation 
light over northeast and southeast but with moder- 
ate to heavy amounts elsewhere. 

Cattle and sheep in good condition as calving 
and lambing begins. Livestock feed and water 
supplies adequate. Recent precipitation improved 
soil moisture and snowcover somewhat. Winter 
wheat in mostly fair condition. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures averaged 10 to 15° below 
normal. Precipitation spotty north and west; more 
common southeast. Amounts less than 0.25 in. 


NEVADA: Unseasonably warm, clear early; inclement 
wet remainder. Series of storms dropped snow at 
higher elevations, rain most other areas. Temper- 
atures averaged well above normal. 

Fieldwork started before storms hit south. 
Early calving, lambing started. 


NEW ENGLAND: First major snow of season 16th 
dropped 5 to 7 in. Temperatures normal until end 
of week when 10 to 15° below normal. 


NEW JERSEY: 
averaging 26° north, 30° south, 33° coastal. Ex- 
tremes: 6 and 5l~. Precipitation slightly below 
normal averaging 0.66 in. north, 0.41 in. south, 
0.37 in. coastal. Snow of 4 to 6 in. north on 16th 
with lesser amounts elsewhere. 

Farmers caring for livestock and tending to other 
winter chores. 


Temperatures 3 to 5° below normal, 


NEW MEXICO: Cold beginning week warming 12th and 
13th. Rain and snow spread into western sections 
13th and continued mountains and south into week- 
end. Some precipitation totals 1.00 to 2.00 in. 
Irrigated winter wheat and barley good condi- 
tion with moderate grazing. Dryland winter wheat 
fair. Lettuce, onions in Mesilla Valley making 
good progress. Ranges fair condition. Livestock 
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good condition. Supplemental feeding. Shearing precipitation occurred on 14th. Extreme north 
has begun. central and northeast sections did not lose snow- 
cover until middle of week. 
NEW YORK: Average temperatures mid-teens north, 
mid-20's Hudson Valley, around 30” Long Island OREGON: Precipitation quite variable, ranging 
area. Temperatures 1 to 7° below normal. Winter's from trace or less to nearly 0.50 in. Temperatures 
first significant snowfall for many areas, 2 to 5 to 10° below normal north central; about 5° 
8 in.; highest amounts southeast. Most areas below normal in Willamette Valley. Southwest 
received below normal precipitation. readings 2 to 5° above normal. 
x Soil moisture surplus west to short in some 
NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 6 below normal. eastern areas. Winter wheat condition fair to 
Precipitation 0.50 in. good. Some orchard and caneberry pruning underway. 
Fieldwork: 1.4 days suitable. Soil moisture Sprays being applied in berry fields. Livestock 
surplus. Condition of wheat, oats, barley, rye condition mostly good. Range and pasture condi- 
fair to mostly good; pastures mostly fair to good. tions variable. Limited cattle sell-off due to 
Supplies of hay, roughage, feed grains mostly hay shortage in a few areas. 
adequate. Major activities: Tending livestock, a 
repairing farm machinery, general farm maintenance. PENNSYLVANIA: Temperatures 5 to 10 below normal 
even under partly sunny skies. Lowest minima of 
NORTH DAKOTA: Mostly cloudy and cold. Light winds. winter weekend when 0 to -10° recorded northern 
Very light snow. Most precipitation 0.08 in. south- mountains. Extremes: 50 and -10°. Storm 15th 
west. Temperatures averaged 3 to 8° below normal. and 16th produced 0.02 to 1.00 in. precipitation 
Extremes: -16° north central and 37° southwest. with up to 6 in. new snow western and northeastern 
Little additional snowcover; still mostly light. mountains for greatest snowfall so far this season. 
Concern over current low moisture levels. Live- Normal winter chores, 
stock in good condition. 
PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0,75 in. or 
OHIO: Below normal temperatures; lows in single 0.05 in. above normal. Temperatures averaged 
digits or lower some nights. Average readings about 75 to 76° on coasts and 70 to 73° interior. 
5 to 10° below normal. Precipitation generally Extremes: 90 and 51°, 
less than 0.50 in. Totals up to 0.33 in. below 
normal. Snowcover from 4 to more than 7 in. over 
north continues to insulate soils there. In south SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures mostly well below 
where soils exposed 4 in, bare ground readings normal. Extremes: 18 and 69°. 
are near or below freezing. Most soils too wet to plow. Main outside activ- 
Pruning fruit trees and grapevines continued. ities: Pruning fruit trees, planting tobacco beds, 
Other activities: Caring for livestock, machine topdressing pastures and small grains. 
repair. 
O SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures 1 to 17° sub- 
OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged from 11 to 13 normal. Extremes: 56 and -17°. Precipitation 
below normal across northern third and from 8 to light east; 2 to 6 in. snow west. Greatest pre- 
10° below normal elsewhere. Temperatures cool at cipitation 0.50 in. 
beginning of week, but warmed slowly. Cooling 
trend again on weekend. Northwest averaged 0.31 TENNESSEE: Temperatures averaged mid-30's. De- 
in. precipitation; elsewhere 0 to 0.06 in. Most partures 3 to 9° below normal. Precipitation 
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mostly rain but some sleet and snow. Amounts 
ranged 1.00 in. west to 0.50 in. east. 

Soil moisture adequate. Pastures and small 
grains fair. Cattle good condition. Hay supplies 
adequate. Tobacco plant bed preparation behind 
schedule. 


TEXAS: Warming trend early, midweek; some drizzle, 
light rain coastal areas. Sharp cold front south- 
ward 15th, 16th. Snow 15th, 16th over North, West 
Texas and rain southern Texas. Temperatures ranged 
44° over northwestern Texas, 59° coast; 3 to 5° 
below normal. Precipitation less than 0.10 in. 
Trans-Pecos, to 0.75 in. upper Gulf Coast. 

Inclement weather hampered fieldwork. 
sleet, freezing temperatures covered Plains, 
ern areas. Rain, drizzle accompanied by fog 
blanketed central, coastal areas. Rio Grande 
Valley received light rains; additional moisture 
needed. Farmers plowing fields, applying ferti- 
lizers and herbicides where weather permitted. 
Supplemental feeding continued, pastures made 
little progress due to cold, wet conditions. Small 
grains showed little progress due to cold. Snow, 
rain on Plains, Cross-Timbers and Blacklands helped 
moisture conditions, warmer temperatures needed to 
enhance growth. Insect damage minimal; some green- 
bugs Cross-Timbers, Blacklands areas. Some mildew 
problems Blacklands, Central Texas. Oats, rye 
progressing slowly. 

Supplemental feeding continued as cold, damp 
weather spread across State. Additional moisture 
needed for forage growth. Calving, lambing and 
kidding continued. In few areas lice bothered 
cattle; overall, livestock condition good. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley cabbage, carrot, lettuce, 
beet harvests continued. Wet fields caused some 
interruption. Onions making good growth. Early 
melons making good progress, planting continued. 
Early planted bell peppers up and growing. Citrus 
harvest slowed by wet groves; tree condition good 
for next season's crop. Coastal Bend, planting 
of early watermelons nearing completion. Cool 
temperatures slowed emergence. San Antonio - Winter 
Garden winter crop movement slowed as supplies 
tapered off. Land preparation continued for spring 
crops. Laredo carrot, broccoli harvest complete. 
Cabbage harvest continued. Spinach growing well. 

El Paso land preparation, application of preventive 
neatocides continued. East Texas land preparation 
continued. English peas, onions, potatoes planted. 
North Texas onions, potatoes planted. High Plains 
seedbed preparation, herbicide application continued 
as field conditions permitted. Peach tree buds 
beginnning to swell in south. Dormant oil being 
applied. 


Snow, 
north- 


UTAH: Recurring rain in valleys, snow in mountains. 
Accumulated moisture extremely variable ranging 
from generally moderate to heavy west to light to 
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moderate east. Rising trend in temperatures. 
Averages ranged 15° below normal to 5° above nor- 
mal. Considerable local flooding along Wasatch 
front and southwest. Extensive damage to crops, 
homes, highways some localities. 

Feeding, caring for livestock major concern 
especially southwest and northwest where flooding 
occurred. Spring calf crop dropping. Some flocks 
lambing early. Early turkey poult placements in- 
creasing. Some dry onions, potatoes, apples sorted 
and marketed. 


VIRGINIA: 
Extremes: 
0.10 in. 

Topsoil moisture adequate to surplus. Field- 
work: 1 day suitable. Farm fuel supplies adequate. 
Winter grains good to excellent. Adequate feed 
supply. Major tasks: Feeding and care of live- 
stock; some fruit tree pruning; soil sampling; 
liming and fertilizing; spreading manure; building 
and machine maintenance. 


Temperatures averaged 5° below normal. 
60 and 3°. Light rain on 16th averaged 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures averaged 2 to 4° 
below normal. Precipitation averaged 0.60 to 2.90 
in. below normal. Warmer temperatures, rain over 
weekend. 

Harvests of forced rhubarb and flowers continued. 
Caneberry pruning, tying, winding down. Calving 
and lambing continued. Hay supplies adequate. 

East: Temperatures averaged 1 to 4° below nor- 
mal. Precipitation averaged 0.10 to 0.30 in. below 
normal. Widespread snows late in week. Warming 
Slightly over the weekend with additional precipi- 
tation. 

Freeze damage to grains undeterminable. 
pruning continued. Calving, 
Hay movement strong. 


Orchard 
lambing continued. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures below normal; low -9°®. 
Precipitation below normal. 

Soil moisture adequate. 
Suitable. 


adequate. 


Fieldwork: 
Supplies of grain, hay, 
Fuel supplies adequate. 


1.6 days 
other feeds 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures below normal. Highs in 
teens or 20's, lows ranged from -10 to 15°. Pre- 
cipitation generally light as major storms went 
south of State. Snow 1 to 3 in. north 11th to 13th, 
and 1 to 3 in. southeast 14th to 15th. Heavier 
snow in Lake Superior snowbelt beginning and end 

of week with 8 in. accumulation. Weekend sunny 

but cold northwest winds. 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal. Extremes: 
50 and -29°. Precipitation above normal. 

Below normal temperatures with above normal 
snowfall caused increased supplemental livestock 
feeding. Hay supplies adequate. Livestock rener- 
ally good condition. Early calving, lambing under- 
way. Winter wheat mostly good. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 


11-17 February 1980 


HIGHLIGHTS: 

USSR. Winter grains dormant...brief cold snap; snowcover adequate. 

EUROPE. Continued slow winter grain growth in the west...good moisture, except Spain. 
CHINA. Winter grain dormant...too dry north, adequate moisture south. 


INDIA. Wheat normally heading in north, 
development 3 to 4 weeks late...conditions too dry in most areas. 


AFRICA. Northwestern: winter grains jointing*...too dry in Morocco. 
South: early maize nearly mature*...only minor dry areas. 


ARGENTINA. Soybeans flowering...moisture adequate. 
Maize nearly mature...moisture came too late. 





BRAZIL. Soybean flowering in Brazil, 
harvest beginning in Parana...generally favorable weather. 


MEXICO. Vegetable harvesting...mostly excellent weather; light rains in a few areas. 
Cotton and sorghum...preplant soil moisture improved. 


*Based on normal crop calendar information. 


USSR. Normal to somewhat-—below-normal precipitation 
over much of the Ukraine increased snow depths only 
slightly across the north, and some melting occurred 
along the southern limit of snow. Extensive, moder- 
ate precipitation fell only in the extreme southeast- 
ern Ukraine and parts of Rostov Oblast. Very cold 
air penetrated briefly to the northern borders of the 
Ukraine, but snow afforded winter grains quite ade- 
quate protection. Temperatures in snowless Krasnodar 
Kray ranged above normal for the second consecutive 
week, but stayed much too cold for winter grains to 
break dormancy. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA. Moderate to relatively heavy 
rainfall over winter grain areas of Algeria and 
Tunisia improved growing conditions following several 
weeks of dry weather. However, only very light rains 
fell in Morocco, and even though temperatures were 
high enough, conditions remained too dry for good 
wheat growth, 
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EUROPE. Precipitation decreased to below normal in 
most agricultural areas. Only some localized areas 
in Spain got relief from dry conditions, but precipi- 
tation in Portugal increased at the week's end as a 
storm moved through. Temperatures remained high 
enough to permit some winter grain growth in the 
United Kingdom, northern France, and northern Italy, 
with warmer conditions prevailing to the south and 
west, 
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SOUTH AFRICA. Dry weather returned to southwestern 
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portions of the Maize Triangle, but soil moisture 
should remain adequate in most areas for development 
of late maize. Soils in northeastern parts of the 
Triangle may have become too wet at some locations, 
but favorable conditions persist in most areas as the 
crop nears maturity. 
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CHINA. Substantial precipitation fell mainly in a 
belt on the south side of the Yangtze River, with 
totals rarely exceeding normal for the week. Cold 
temperatures in wheat areas to the north kept winter 
wheat in a dormant state. 


INDIA. Moderate, above-normal precipitation fell in 


the mountains of northern India, but important winter 
wheat areas received only light amounts of 5 m or 
less. Gradually rising temperatures are increasing 
plant needs for water, and soil moisture remains 
insufficient. Only in Bangladesh and the eastern 
states of Orissa, West Bengal, and Assam did benefi- 
cial rainfall occur; in some locations it was for a 
fourth consecutive week. 
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SOUTH AMERICA. Rainfall increased in southwestern 
portions of the soybean growing area centered in 
southern Santa Fe Province of Argentina. Amounts 
tapered off over much of the area following last 
week's abundant totals, and conditions can be 
regarded as favorable for soybeans now in flower. 
Maize is nearly mature and would benefit from drier 
weather. In Brazil, lighter than normal rainfall 
over much of Parana favored soybean harvesting. 
Western soybean growing areas in Rio Grande do Sul 
continued to receive light rainfall; enough to 
maintain favorable conditions for soybean flowering. 
Near-normal rainfall to the east kept soil moisture 
at abundant levels. 





MEXICO. Heavy rains in the Mexicali cotton and 
atamoros grain sorghum areas improved soil moisture 
but will delay some early plantings. The rains 
also hampered vegetable harvesting and fieldwork. 
Only light rains fell in northern wheatfields 
and rangelands, eastern citrus areas, and some south 
¢entral plateau strawberry, corn, bean, and wheat 
sections. Warm, dry weather prevailed over most 
vegetable areas of Sinaloa and Colima where har- 
vesting and irrigation are in full swing. 
Culiacan's afternoon maxima averaged 29°C with 
@ relative humidity of 40 percent, while overnight 
minima averaged 15°C with a 75-percent humidity. 
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This NOAA satellite picture, 


taken at 4 am (PST) 


on Friday, Feb. 15, shows a seemingly endless suc- 
cession of storms raging across the East Pacific 


to hit the West Coast. 


Their intensities, combining 


the mixing of frigid arctic air with the warm moist 


air of Hawaiian latitudes, 


tions. 


reached furious propor- 
The storms followed the most damaging of 


possible paths, arcing up from the southwest to 
batter the 6- to 11-thousand foot mountains that 
rim the Los Angeles/San Diego area. 
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